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Case 3416 


Murex rostratus Olivi, 1792 (currently Fusinus rostratus; Mollusca, 
Gastropoda): proposed conservation of the specific name 
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Abstract. The purpose of this application, under Article 23.9.5 of the Code, is to 
conserve the name Murex rostratus Olivi, 1792 (currently Fusinus rostratus) 
(Mollusca, Gastropoda, FASCIOLARIIDAE) in its prevailing usage by ruling that this 
name is not invalid by virtue of being a junior primary homonym of Murex rostratus 
Solander in Brander, 1766 (currently Turricula rostrata). The senior homonym 1s 
currently included in TURRIDAE and has not been considered congeneric with Murex 
rostratus Olivi, 1792 after 1899. 
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1. The species currently named Fusinus rostratus (Olivi, 1792) (Gastropoda, 
FASCIOLARIIDAE) was originally described as Murex rostratus based on a shell from the 
Mediterranean (Olivi, 1792, p. 153). Olivi’s (1792) diagnosis was literally taken from 
the description by Ginanni (1757, p. 8) (see Ghisotti, 1978, p. 25). 

. 2. Aartsen & Giannuzzi-Savelli (1992, p. 230) found Murex rostratus Olivi, 1792 to 
be a junior homonym of Murex rostratus Solander in Brander, 1766. They proposed 
that Murex rostratus Olivi, 1792 should be replaced by its oldest junior synonym 
Murex sanctaeluciae Salis-Marschlins, 1793 (p. 371) (currently Fusinus sanctaeluciae). 

3. However, Murex rostratus Solander in Brander, 1766 (p. 21) and Murex 
rostratus Olivi, 1792, although primary homonyms, have not been considered 
congeneric after 1899 (Article 23.9.5 of the Code). In fact, Murex rostratus Solander 
in Brander, 1766 is not a species of Fusinus, and not even a member of the 
FASCIOLARIIDAE, but a fossil representative of the TURRIDAE Swainson, 1840 from 
the Eocene of England, assigned to the genus Surcula H. & A. Adams, 1853 by 
Vokes (1971, p. 92) and to the genus 7urricula Schumacher, 1817 by Aartsen & 
Giannuzzi-Savelli (1992, p. 229). 

-= 4. Buzzurro & Russo (2007, p. 144), in their revision of the Recent Mediterranean 
Fusinus species, stressed that Murex rostratus Olivi, 1792 was universally considered 
as valid and consistently used by all authors, with F. sanctaeluciae (Salis-Marschlins, 
1793) always regarded as a junior synonym until the proposal of the replacement 
name by Aartsen & Giannuzzi-Savelli (1992). After that proposal, the usage of the 
name Murex rostratus has been maintained by most authors (Templado et al., 1993, 
p. 66; Vio & De Min, 1994, p. 471; Delamotte & Vardala-Theodorou, 1994, p. 405; 
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1994b, p. 286; Bonfiglio et al., 1994, p. 143; Di Geronimo et al., 1994, p. 99; Giacobbe 
& Mondello, 1994, p. 145; Palazzi & Villari, 1994, p. 90; Panetta & Imperatrice, 1994, 
p: 39; Bodon et al., 1995, p. 40; Arduino et al., 1995, p. 77; Vera-Pelaez et al., 1995, 
p. 111; Cecalupo & Quadri, 1996, p. 108; Vio & De Min, 1996, p. 210; Vazzana, 1996, 
p. 149; Giribet & Penas, 1997, p. 51; Cirone et al., 1997, p. 165; Kotsoubas et al., 
1997, p. 30; De Min & Vio, 1997, p. 249; Mancini, 1997, p. 38; De Min et al., 1997, 
p. 42; Hadjichristophorou et al., 1997, p. 14; Cauli & Bogi, 1998, p. 6; Leone et al., 
1998, p. 344; Hadorn & Rolan, 1999, p. 44; Ardovini & Cossignani, 1999, p. 60; Vio 
& De Min, 1999, p. 171; Orr, 2000, p. 137; Gofas, 2000, p. 13; Chirli, 2000, pl. 49, fig. 
4-12; Oztiirk & Cevik, 2000, p. 35; Cachia et al., 2001, p. 22; Houart, 2001, mu 33; 
Costello et al., 2001, p. 193; Öztürk et al., 2001, p. 2; Ardovini & Cossignani, 2004, 
p. 173; Scarponi & Della Bella, 2004, p. 19; Brunetti & Vecchi, 2005, p. 4; Peñas et 
al., 2006, p. 41; CLEMAM Database, 2006), whereas the name Fusinus sanctaeluciae 
has been used by very few authors (Snyder, 2000, p. 174; Giannuzzi-Savelli et al., 
2003, p. 185, 187, 189, figs. 373—381; Snyder, 2003, p. 181; Repetto et al., 2005, p. 187; 
Mallard & Robin, 2005, pl. 29). 

5. The replacement of the well-established and almost universally accepted 
name Fusinus rostratus (Olivi, 1792) by the little used name Fusinus sanctaeluciae 
(Salis-Marschlins, 1793) would threaten stability and universality of the nomencla- 
ture of this group and cause confusion. Therefore the conservation of the former 
name in its prevailing usage is the best solution to avoid ambiguity. 

6. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly 
asked: 

(1) (1) to use its plenary power: 

(a) to rule that the name rostratus Olivi, 1792, as published in the binomen 
Murex rostratus, is not invalid by virtue of being a junior primary 
homonym of rostratus Solander in Brander, 1766, as published in the 
binomen Murex rostratus; 

(2) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the following names: 

(a) rostratus Olivi, 1792, as published in the binomen Murex rostratus Olivi, 
1792, with the endorsement that it is not invalid by virtue of being a junior 
primary homonym of rostratus Solander in Brander, 1766, as published in 
the binomen Murex rostratus (FASCIOLARIIDAE); 

(b) rostratus Solander in Brander, 1766, as published in the binomen Murex 
rostratus (TURRIDAE). 
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